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Dear Club Members and Friends,

In the past year, we have hosted another full complement of wonderful speakers ranging from politicians Michele 
Bachmann and Nancy Pelosi to prestigious members of the media such as Tom Brokaw and Jim Lehrer.

The Commonwealth Club is a Bay Area community organization with a broad reach throughout the nation and 
the world, on hundreds of radio stations and the Internet. The Club provides local, intimate conversations around 
important topics, and the reach to engage a national audience. We are truly an organization that serves the broad 
public interest.  We are energized by all who are involved with the Club, whether you attend our events, listen to 
the programs on the radio or online, or are members and donors helping to ensure the Club’s financial vitality.

Thank you for all you do to make the Club a flourishing civic treasure by contributing your thoughts, your time, 
your talents and your dollars to make it all happen. We hope you enjoy this snapshot of one year in the life of  
the Club.

Warm regards,

Dr. Gloria C. Duffy				    Maryles Casto
President and CEO				    Chair, Board of Governors

OUR ANNUAL ACHIEVEMENTS

ANNUAL REPORT 
THE COMMONWEALTH CLUB

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011 – 2012

•	 Launched Commonwealth Unbound, the expanded 
digital edition of The Commonwealth magazine.

•	 Continued to present balanced programs on key 
topics, with speakers ranging from Michele Bachmann 
to Paul Krugman, Nancy Pelosi to John Stossel.

•	 Entered into contract to purchase 110 The Embarcadero 
as the new permanent home for the Club (with 
purchase completed in October 2012, our 12-13  
fiscal year).

•	 Launched Week to Week, a lively program series 
featuring a variety of viewpoints on news and politics. 

•	 Hosted numerous important thought leaders to large 
sell-out crowds.  For example, General Colin Powell, 
Chris Matthews, Tom Brokaw and Jim Lehrer.

•	 The Club’s Inforum division, by and for younger 
generations, presented its largest event ever with 1,200 
in attendance to hear Rachel Maddow.

•	 Stimulated by a discussion at a Climate One program, 
General Motors CEO Dan Akerson discontinued 
funding of the Heartland Institute, an organization 
that disputes the validity of climate science.

•	 Released the Club’s first app for mobile devices.
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“We can encourage volunteerism and community 
service without doing it through government. This is 
the purpose in our country of churches and voluntary 
organizations – and this vast network, as Herbert Hoover 
called it, of mediating institutions, community organiza-
tions that make up the fabric of our culture.”
–Margaret Hoover 
Contributor, Fox News; Author, American Individualism;  
July 26, 2011

“I’ve even had members of Congress say to me, ‘You 
know, it was your speech that convinced me to vote for 
the [Iraq War] resolution.’ I say, ‘Sorry, sir, you voted for 
it four months before my speech. Nice try.’”
–Colin Powell 
Former U.S. Secretary of State; Former Chairman, Joint Chiefs 
of Staff; Author, It Worked for Me: In Life and Leadership;  
June 7, 2012

“Our great strengths as a country remain our open-
ness to ideas and talent, our capacity to innovate, our 
excellence in higher education, a willingness to invest 
public resources strategically in scientific research and 
discovery, and the political will to confront challenges 
with wisdom and force.”
–Timothy Geithner 
U.S. Secretary of the Treasury, April 26, 2012

“During the dark days of our industry, during the 
2006–2009 period, when a lot of our competitors – not 
just the domestic but overseas as well – were cutting 
back on R&D, cutting back on product [development] 
programs, we actually accelerated ours. There’s no point 
in going through a very painful restructuring if you come 
out at the end of the tunnel and the cupboard’s bare.”
–William Clay Ford Jr. 
Executive Chairman, Ford Motor Co.; October 27, 2011

“We have started to think about the military as being 
kind of superhuman, having any capability that we want 
to give to them. When you end up devoting that much 
of your budget to a resource like that for decades, they 
probably should be superhuman by now.”
–Rachel Maddow 
MSNBC Host; Author, Drift: The Unmooring of American  
Military Power; April 12, 2012

“If you were listing the 1,000 adjectives for Steve [Jobs], 
‘nice’ would not be one of them. ‘Kindness’ would not 
be up there. He actually seemed to live as if the normal 
rules didn’t apply to him.”
–Walter Isaacson 
CEO, the Aspen Institute; Former Chairman and CEO, CNN; 
Author, Steve Jobs; December 14, 2011

THE QUOTABLE COMMONWEALTH

THE CLUB BY THE NUMBERS

LEADERSHIP OF THE COMMONWEALTH CLUB

2012 Revenue

2012 Expenses

COMMONWEALTH 
CLUB OFFICERS
Board Chair 
Maryles Casto
Vice Chair 
Anna W.M. Mok
Secretary 
William F. Adams
Treasurer 
Lee J. Dutra
President and CEO 
Dr. Gloria C. Duffy

BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS
Dan Ashley
Massey J. Bambara 
Dr. Mary G. F. Bitterman** 
Hon. Shirley Temple Black*
John L. Boland
J. Dennis Bonney*
Michael R. Bracco 
Helen A. Burt
John Busterud*
Michael Carr
Hon. Ming Chin*
Dennis A. Collins 

Mary B. Cranston**
Dr. Kerry P. Curtis
Dr. Jaleh Daie
Ms. Alecia DeCoudreaux
Evelyn S. Dilsaver 
Joseph I. Epstein*
Jeffrey A. Farber
John R. Farmer
Dr. Joseph R. Fink*
Carol A. Fleming, Ph.D.
Leslie Saul Garvin
William German*
Dr. Charles Geschke
Rose Guilbault**

Jacquelyn Hadley
Edie G. Heilman
Hon. James C. Hormel
Mary Huss
Claude B. Hutchison Jr.*
Dr. Julius Krevans*
John Leckrone
Dr. Mary Marcy
Don J. McGrath
Frank C. Meerkamp
Richard Otter*
Joseph Perrelli*
Hon. Barbara Pivnicka
Hon. Richard Pivnicka

Rev. Stephen A. Privett, S.J.
Dr. Mohammad H. Qayoumi
Toni Rembe*
Victor A. Revenko*
Skip Rhodes*
Dr. Condoleezza Rice
Brian D. Riley
Richard A. Rubin
Renée Rubin*
Robert Saldich**
George M. Scalise
Lata Krishnan Shah
Connie Shapiro*
Charlotte Mailliard Shultz

George D. Smith, Jr.
James Strother
Hon. Tad Taube 
Charles Travers
Daniel J. Warmenhoven 
Nelson Weller*
Judith Wilbur* 
Dr. Colleen B. Wilcox
Dennis Wu*
Russell M. Yarrow
Jed York

* Past President  ** Past Chair

ADVISORY BOARD
Karin Helene Bauer
Hon. William Bradley
Dennise M. Carter
Rolando Esteverena
Steven Falk
Amy Gershoni
Heather M. Kitchen
Amy McCombs
Hon. William J. Perry
Ray Taliaferro 
Nancy Thompson

1. Rachel Maddow

2. Andy Cohen

3. Paul Krugman

4. Christina Romer & Michael Boskin

5. Tom Brokaw

6. Walter Isaacson

7. Timothy Geithner

8. General Colin Powell

9. Robert Reich

10. Nancy Pelosi

THE TOP 10 PROGRAMS OF 11/12

REVENUE  FY 12  FY 11 

Contributions $3,925,173 59% $2,252,637 41%

Membership Dues  $889,185 13% $895,493 16%

Program Revenue  $675,846 10% $642,066 12%

Special Event  
Revenue (Net)

 $630,066 9% $594,058 11%

Misc. Income  $296,893 4% $199,049 4%

Donated Materials  
and Services

$158,711 2% $380,898 7%

Gain/Loss on  
Investments

 $133,498 2% $477,204 9%

Total $6,709,372 100% $5,441,405 100%

EXPENSES  FY 12  FY 11 

Program Services $3,818,381 92% $3,827,887 92%

Management  
and General

 $338,904 8% $349,827 8%

Total  $4,157,285 100% $4,177,714 100%
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Thank you to our generous supporters who made donations to the Club 
during our fiscal year, July 2011 through June 2012

Every effort has been made to list donors accurately. If your name or your organization’s name has been listed improperly in any way, or if you believe that a gift is missing from this list, please 
contact Oona Marti, vice president of development and membership, at (415) 597-6714 or omarti@commonwealthclub.org. Tax-deductible contributions can be mailed to The Commonwealth 
Club of California at 595 Market Street, 2nd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94105, or you can make a secure donation online at commonwealthclub.org/donate. Thank you to all of our supporters.  

11/12 DONOR HONOR ROLL

INDIVIDUALS
$1,000,000 & Above
William K. Bowes, Jr.

$250,000 to $499,999
Anonymous
Nan & Chuck Geschke

$50,000 to $99,999
J. Dennis Bonney*
Evelyn S. & John Dilsaver
Lee & Melissa Dutra
Anna W. M. Mok
Skip & Frankie Rhodes*
Charles & Elizabeth Travers*

$25,000 to $49,999
Phyllis & Bill Draper
John A. Gunn &  

Cynthia Fry Gunn
Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock
George & Dot Scalise
Lata Krishnan Shah & Ajay Shah
The Honorable &  

Mrs. George P. Shultz*
James Strother & Denise Mollen
Jane H. & Nelson S. Weller*

$10,000 to $24,999
Mary G. F. Bitterman in 

memory of Jeff Bitterman
M. Brown
Anne W. & John A. Busterud
Conway Family Foundation
Lauren & Alan Dachs
Hon. Judith Epstein &  

Joseph Epstein*
Mona Geller*
Edie G. Heilman &  

Richard Weiss
Hon. James C. Hormel & 

Michael P. Nguyen
Dr. Stephen Juelsgaard
Cecilia & David S. Lee in 

memory of Jeff Bitterman
Dr. Condoleezza Rice
L. Jay Tenenbaum Estate

$5,000 to $9,999
William F. Adams &  

Julie A. Lundgren
Nancy Hellman Bechtle & 

Joachim Bechtle
Mary G. F. Bitterman
John L. Boland &  

James K. Carroll
Helen A. Burt
Michael E. & Christine Carr
David A. Coulter
Dr. Kerry P. &  Lynn Curtis
Aurora Equity/Dr. Jaleh Daie
Charles & Leslie Garvin
Marcia & John D. Goldman
Michael A. & Rocio Haas
John Leckrone
Queence Li
Don J. McGrath
Hon. Richard Pivnicka &  
Hon. Barbara Pivnicka

M.R. Rangaswami
Fred A. & Karen M. Rodriguez
Dr. Colleen B. Wilcox
Wendy & Mason Willrich*

$2,500 to $4,999
Anonymous (3)
Helen & A. W. Clausen
Mary B. Cranston
Tawna & John Farmer
Jeanne U. P. & Frank M. Fischer
Sean A. Johnston
Frank C. Meerkamp & 

Jacqueline Anderson
Berniece Patterson*

Janet & Norman C. Pease in 
honor of Skip Rhodes

Brian D. & Jennifer Riley
Roselyne Chroman Swig*
Danielle B. & Jed York

$1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous (4)
Kate M. Rowe Archer
Spaulding & Dan P. Ashley
Barbara J. & Massey J. Bambara
Katharine Beckwith
Nancy Blair
Tom & Larel C. Bondi
Marilyn & Allan Brown*
Julia Carpenter & Paul Marti
Dennise M. & Peter S. Carter
Alec Y. C. Chang
Diane & J. Robert  

Coleman, Jr.*
Susan & Jack Cortis
Dona L. Crawford
Steven Dinkelspiel
Randi & Bob Fisher in honor of 
Nancy Hellman Bechtle

Dr. Carol A. Fleming
Milo S. Gates &  
Robin Quist-Gates*

Mark Gorenberg
Rose & Richard Guilbault
Jacquelyn Hadley
Jane F. & Glenn L. Hickerson
Heather & Bill Hilliard
Gerry Hinkley
Robert E. Hopper*
Leslie & George Hume
Patti & Larry Kenyon
Phillip A. Lamoreaux*
Judy A. & Don C. Langley
John W. Leach, Sr.
Gary E. Malazian Ph.D.
Brad Marshland
Cindy Testa McCullagh &  

Sam McCullagh
Nion T. McEvoy
Peter McKee Smale
Glen & Ellen McLaughlin*
Lenny & Chrsitine Mendonca
Roxie Moradian
Timothy M. Muller
Jill L. Nash
Janet &  George Pasha III*
The Honorable William Perry 

& Lee Perry
Kevin M. Pursglove
Mohammad H. Qayoumi Ph.D
Judy L. & David L. Redo
Clinton T. & Janet Reilly
Victor & Maggee Revenko*
R. Henry & Jean R. Richards
Paul Sack
Trudy & Charles Salter
Philip Schlein
Chara Schreyer &  

Gordon Freund
Deborah G. Seymour*
Mrs. John Robert Shuman in 

memory of John Shuman
Lucretia & John Sias
Pat & Mike Splinter
Nancy Thompson & Andy Kerr
Gail L. & Robert R. Walker
Daniel G. & Marie D. Welch
Diane B. Wilsey*
Mrs. Milton Wilson Jr.
Weldon S. & Ruth I. Wood
Marcia & Paul Wythes*

$500 to $999
Anonymous (5)
Dr. Pamela S. Arbuckle-Alston 

& Roderick Alston
Terry L. Atkinson &  Kathy Taylor
Menghis Bairu M.D.

Lydia I. Beebe &  
Chuck E. Doyle

Dr. Jody E. Beecher & Mr. 
Vijendra P. Sahi

Matthew A. Bennett
Tom & Maureen Birdzell
Harry Blount CFA
Michael J. Boskin Ph.D & 

Chris Boskin
Marilyn M. Brennan
Brookes H. & Owen Brown
Dr. Michael Browne & Ms. 

Ellen Wimsatt Browne
Prof. Patricia A. Buffler
Charles R. & Barbara Bureker*
Jeanne J. & Bill Cahill
Martin N. Cepkauskas
Alan Collenette
Mollie & Dennis Collins
Dona Crowder
John Cullison & Diana Kissil
William F. Dagley
Caroline Damsky
Mrs. Robert Danforth
Maryon Davies Lewis
Emilia De Luz & Adam Francis
Eric Delbalso &  

Molly M. Whitlock
Aaron J. DeYonker
Lenin E. Dibble
Dr. Bethami A. Dobkin
Dr. Joseph J. &  

Mrs. Dale E. Dominguez
Penny Eardley & Ward Buelow
Sharon & Stephen D. Edelman
Stan & Kathleen Emerson
Rolando Esteverena
Dr. Diana & Dr. Louis Everstine
Dr. Charles W. Farrar
Sam D. Fleischman
Irene & Jerry Franco
Sakie T. & Glen S. Fukushima
Thomas J. Gilligan
Richard A. & Joanne M. Goodrich
Arthur Graham*
Andrew & Bettyanne Green
Susan Halliday
Mary Liz & Richard M. Harris
Gary K. Hart
Pamela Hawley
Cherie Hayostek
Stephen T. Hearst
Ariane & Costolino Hogan
Mary E. Huss
Mr. Clay Ide & Mr. David Shaw
Katharine H. Johnson*
Heather M. Kitchen
Dr. Pam M. Klein
Robert Knourek
The Honorable Kwang Ho Lee 
& Mr. Sungwook Hong

Fred M. Levin & Nancy 
Livingston in honor of  
James Hormel

Robert C. Livsey, Esq.
Hazel Y. Louie
Brian Madden
Oona L. Marti &  

Sarah E. Diegnan
Shirley C. & Duncan L. Matteson*
Fred Matteson
Amy S. McCombs
Dr. William C. McIvor
Barbara McMillin &  

Richard B. Smith
Paul Meegan
George A. Miller & Janet 

McKinley
Phyllis Moldaw in honor of 
Nancy Hellman Bechtle

F. Lee Moulton &  
David G. Fink

Professor Eva M. Nash- 
Isaac, Ph.D.

Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Erik W. Newton
Catherine Park
Rodney R. & Cathleen Peck
Joseph F. & Ann Marie 

McBirney Perrelli*
Wade Pitts
John A. Ploumitsakos
Carolyn S. &  

Grant M. Pomerantz
Wrich Printz, Jr.
Rev. Stephen A. Privett, S.J.
Harriet Meyer Quarre*
Michelle Quinlan
Ray L. Raby
Damon Raike*
Debra Raine & Tom Burgess
Helen H. Raiser in honor of 
Nancy Hellman Bechtle

The Honorable &  
Mrs. William K. Reilly

Genelle Relfe in honor of Nancy 
Hellman Bechtle

John P. Riley &  
Barbara M. Talbott

Vicki Serianni
Margo D. & Ezekiel L. Smith
Alpay T. Soyoguz &  

Flynn Waters
Katherine A. Strehl &  

Bill Dempsey
Annemarie & Jim Tanner
Max and Phyllis Thelen*
John Thomas
Bart Van Voorhis
Ronald C. & Anita Wornick
Qian Wu
David Zebker

$100 to $499
Anonymous
Thomas C. & Laurie K. Adams*
Patricia W. Anderson
Roderick V. Asmundson
Lydia Avak
Mark Baldassare
Sara S. & David F. Baldwin
Mayrene & James L. Bates
Igor R. Blake*
Timothy D. Bolling
Gene D. & Marah L. Brehaut
Nathan Brookwood & Pat 
Hendricks

Josephine H. Brownback
Mary M. Buxton
Michael R. Cabak
James M. Canty
Grant F. Chappell
Wim Coekaerts & Victoria 

Anderson
James G. & Phyllis S. Coulter
Helen J. Danhakl
Ranae DeSantis
Dr. George J. Elbaum &  

Mimi Jensen
Tricia M. Emerson
Normita & Robert Fenn
Georgianna H. &  

Thomas J. Ferrari
Elizabeth H. Ferree &  

John S. Eaton
Claudia Florsheim
Michael S. Freed
Gilbert H. Gates
Stanlee R. Gatti
Hon Mai & Joseph W. Goodman
James K. Goodwine, Jr.
Janet P. Greenbaum
Nick Grey & Valeri Selivanov
Margot S. Guis, M.D. & 

Reardon C. West
Bernard P. Hagan
Todd Hansen
William H. Harmon, Jr.

Andrew Henggeler
Patricia A. & Brian H. Herman
Carol L. & Todd High
Beth Harris Hoenninger
Amy J. Hogan
Tom Huening in honor of 

Maryles Casto
Proverb G. Jacobs, Jr. &  

Mimi Johnson Jacobs
Margot K. & Howard A. Jacobs
Cynthia S. Jamplis
Carla Javits
Brenda D. Jeffers
Susan & Michael Jordan
Donald & Roslyn Kahn
Seymour F. Kaufman
Edmond A. &  

Margaret J. Kavounas
Hubert & Chantal Keller
David M. Kennedy
Gretchen B. Kimball*
William & Marion Kleinecke
Bryan & Lyn Lawton
Skeets C. Leach
Antonio L. & Kimberly F. Leding
George Lee
Donald S. Leslie
Feysan J. Lodde
Richard Lompa
Dennis J. Loo
Dexter Lowry
John R. Maerzke
Billy Manning
Carolyn A. Martini
R. Brian Matza
D’Anne & Bruce L. McFarlane
Marcela Medina
Carol L. Meyer
Jennifer L. & Mark E. Michel
James D. Milliken in memory of 

Patrick J. Milliken
Dr. Stephen &  

Mrs. Mary Mizroch
Col. Sidney F. Mobell
Richard Morrison
Ellen M. & Walter S. Newman*
The Honorable Leslie C. Nichols
Valerie & Benjamin Nygaard
Gregory Osorio
C. Leanne Palmer
Lisle W. & Roslyn Payne
Matthew Perkins
Mary Poland
Pamela Rafton
Marilyn K. & Dan Y. Rosenberg*
Dr. Bernard Ross*
J. D. Rowell
Deborah R. Salkind
Theodore Savetnick
Susan F. Sawyer
Leland Saylor
Monica Sembler
Charu Sharma
Barclay & Sharon Simpson
Sher G. Singh
Lucy Snyder
Reginald & Marianne Steer*
Kelly & David Stone
Suzanne Shaw
Mary & Kenneth C. Tietz
Evelyn Tregoning
Robert F. & Judith P. Ward
Deborah E. Weisinger
Judd Williams &  

Anne Bonaparte
Charles B. Wood
Stephen E. Wright &  

Lori Eickmann
Susan Zetzer
Walter G. Zimmerman, Jr.

CORPORATIONS
$100,000 & Above
Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Stephen Bechtel Fund
The Bernard Osher Foundation
Chevron Corporation
ClimateWorks Foundation
Koret Foundation
Taube Foundation for Jewish 

Life and Culture

$50,000 to  $99,999
AAA Northern California, 

Nevada & Utah Insurance 
Exchange

The Travers Family Foundation
Wells Fargo

$25,000 to $49,999
Bank of the West
Charles Schwab & Co., Inc.
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Ernst & Young LLP
General Motors
The Wallace Alexander  

Gerbode Foundation
Krishnan-Shah Foundation
Levi Strauss & Co.
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund
Visa Inc.

$10,000 to $24,999
Accenture
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Asset Management Company
The California Wellness 

Foundation
Edelman
Onyx Pharmaceuticals
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 

Pittman LLP
The Safeway Foundation
salesforce.com
San Francisco 49ers
Silicon Valley Bank

$5,000 to $9,999
BlackRock
Blu Skye Ventures, Inc.
Blue Shield of California
BNY Mellon Wealth 

Management
Booz Allen Hamilton Inc.
Brunswick Group LLC
The Frank H. and  

Eva B. Buck Foundation
Casto, The Travel Company
Dean & Margaret Lesher 

Foundation
Hellman Family Foundation
Hill + Knowlton Strategies
KPMG LLP
National Semiconductor 

Corporation
The Presidio Trust
Salesforce.com Foundation
Sand Hill Group, LLC
Sierra Steel Trading
Texas Instruments Incorporated
USF The School of Management
Warburg Pincus LLC

$2,500 to $4,999
Business Wire
Dodge & Cox
DPK Consulting
Fleishman-Hillard
Grant Humanitarian 

Foundation
Paul Hastings, Janofsky & 

Walker
San Francisco Business Times
Tetra Tech, Inc.
United Way
Yammer

$1,000 to $2,499
Fortune, Inc.
G2 Insurance Services
Lawrence Livermore  

National Laboratory
Levi Strauss Foundation
McKinsey & Company, Inc.
Morgan Stanley
Tower Foundation of San Jose 

State University

$500 to $999
Consulate General of Canada
Consulate General of the 

Republic of Korea
Environmental Defense Fund
San Francisco Chamber  

of Commerce
The Shenson Foundation

$100 to $499
MatriX Materials
Orange France Telecom Group
San Francisco Giants

In Kind
Addison Penzak Jewish Community 

Center of Silicon Valley
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Anchor Distilling Company
Babeland	
Bar Agricole	
Barrel Room	
Campbell Heritage Theatre
Comcast Local Edition
Distillery 209	
Essential Spirits	
J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines
Lamoreaux Capital Management
Mark Gorenberg	
Markkula Center for Applied Ethics
Media Advisory Upload
Montalvo Arts Center
Old World Spirits	
Osocalis Distillery	
Pat & Mike Splinter
Prana Lounge	
San Francisco Business Times
San Jose State University
Santa Clara University
SFVodka	
Silicon Valley Bank
St. George Spirits	
Temple Bar	
The Enchanted Garden Florist
The Right Blend Winery
The Slanted Door	
The Tech Museum of Innovation
TIBCO Software Inc.
WMS media, Inc.	

Matching Gift
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Bank of America Foundation
Chevron Corporation
Forest Laboratories, Inc.
Gartner
GE Foundation
Genentech Givingstation
Google Matching Gifts Program
Levi Strauss Foundation
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
The Clorox Company
The Frank H. and Eva B. Buck 

Foundation
The Prudential Foundation 

Matching Gifts

* Golden Gavel Members – Club 
members for 30 years and more.


